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has come down from heaven’ I 


(John vi. 52) 








Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass,-and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 
= Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CoO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ml. 


“T Pray the Mass” 
By Father Hoever, 8S. O. Cist. 

A splendid Sunday Missal and complete prayer 
book combined. Large, clear type, in red and 
black. Spiritual thoughts for each Sunday and 
week following. 448 pages, 5x 3% in. 

Prices. Black or white leatherette, red 
edges, 35¢; black durotex, red edges, 50¢; black 
or white imitation leather, red under gold edges, 
$1.10; genuine black seal grain leather, red 
under gold edges, $1.50; deluxe genuine black 
morroco leather, $3.50. 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 

Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 
Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades : 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries 
Thomas A. Blake 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 




















Paternacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 8, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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Premiums 


for new & renewal subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


For One Subscription 
Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Attractively printed, 
with encouraging verses, sayings of the saints and spiritual 
thoughts. OR: — 

Scheyern Cross — A small metal cross, with double bars, 
which has been touched to a relic of the True Cross on which 
our Savior died. Many favors, spiritual and temporal, have 
been obtained through veneration of these crosses. OR:— 

Booklets: ‘The Message of the Sacred Heart,’’ an appeal 
of the Heart of Jesus for love and union with Him, made es- 
pecially to priests and religious, but also directed to all who 
aspire to intimate union; and “Jesus Pleads for My Love,” 
the plea of the Divine Prisoner on our altars for souls who 
will make atonement for sins of ingratitude and coldness to- 


wards Him. 
For TWO Subscriptions 


Treasures of the Mass — A splendid explanation of the 
prayers, ceremonies and symbolism of the Mass. A convert 
says of it: “It is so clearly presented, beautifully illustrated, 
and so Divinely, yet humanly expressed that it makes our 
blessed Lord so close in the Mass, one can almost hear Him 
breathing on the altar.” OR: — 

“Mother Most Admirable’ — Sepia picture of Mary as a 
Queen seated on a throne, holding the Infant Jesus. 9x14 in. 


For THREE Subscriptions 

“Golden Links” — A complete vest-pocket size prayer 
book in imitation leather binding. Contains a wealth of devo- 
tions for all occasions. ‘Small print: 347 pages. OR: — 

Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S-B, — An inspiring 
biography of a holy Benedictine religious of Veroli, Italy, 
through whose intercession many striking favors have been 
obtained. OR: — 

“I pray the Mass” — Sunday Missal advertised on opposite 
cover; black durotex binding. 








NOTE: Those who avail themselves of the reduced rate 

of 3 years for $2.00 are entitled to only ONE 
premium offered for one subscription. Please mention 
premium selected. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 40 January, 1945 No. 9 


@ Sew Vater G necting 


—F0e04— 

INDING no words to adequately express to our dear 
readers the prayerful wishes and sentiments of felicita- 
tion which we entertain in their regard for the coming 
year, we make our own the following New Year mes- 
sages of St. Francis de Sales: — 

A holy and a happy New Year! Accept at the 
beginning of this New Year the humble offering of my 
poor services. If Our Lord will hear my prayers, this 
year will be one of prosperity, happiness and blessings 

to yourself and all who surround you. 

A good and most holy year to you, all perfumed with the Name 
of Jesus, all steeped in His sacred Blood. May no day of this year, 
and no day of many years, which I pray God to grant you, pass without 
being watered by the virtue of this Blood and receiving the sweetness 
of this Name which spreads abroad the perfection of all sweetness! 

O God! these years pass away, and glide off imperceptibly one 
after the other; and in winding off their length, they wind off our 
mortal life, and in ending it they end our days. Oh! how infinitely 
more to be loved is eternity, since its duration is endless, and its days 
without nights. and its satisfactions unchanging. May you possess this 
admirable good of a holy eternity in as high a degree as I wish it you! 

I] hope that we shall be of inviolable fidelity to our Savior. and 
that these following years will be like the fertile years of Joseph. 
who, by the way in which he employed them, made himself viceroy of 
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Egypt: for we will so employ our years, our months, our weeks, our 
days, our hours, our moments, that the whole may be used for God’s 
service, and will be profitable for us to eternal life, that we may 
reign with the saints. 

I ask for your soul many graces, but chiefly and above everything, 
Divine love; for, indeed, it is our all; it is our honey, within which 
and by which all the affections and actions of our hearts must be 
preserved and sweetened. 

One of the doctors of the law, coming to Our Lord, asked Him 
which was the greatest of the commandments. He replied, “Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with thy whole soul, with all thy strength, and 
with all thy mind,” in short, with all thou hast and with all thou art. 
O true God! If we could understand it, how much do we owe this 
Sovereign Good, who not only allows, but commands us to love Him. 

To know whether we love God above all things is not in our 
power, unless God Himself reveals it to us: yet we may easily know 
whether we desire to love Him; and perceiving the desire of holy love 
in us, we know that we begin to love... But the desire of loving and 
love, depend upon the same will: wherefore, as soon as we have framed 
the true desire of loving, we begin to have some love; and ever as 
this desire grows, love too increases. 

He who desires to love ardently will shortly love with ardor. Ah! 
who will give us the grace to burn with this desire, which is that desire 
of the poor and that preparation of the heart which God willingly 
hears. What can I say to you, but tell you to persevere in desiring 
love, which can never be desired enough, as it is infinitely to be desired? 
And when we not only rejoice in this Divine love and enjoy its delicious 
sweetness, but place in it all our glory as the highest point of honor, it 
is then not only a fruit sweet to our palate, but a most desirable beati- 
tude and happiness, not only because it assures us of happiness in the 
next life, but because in the present it gives satisfaction of infinite 
value, so great that the waters of tribulation and the rivers of persecution 
cannot extinguish it. And not only is it not destroyed, but becomes 
richer amidst poverty, rejoices amidst tears, feels delight in pity and 
compassion when surrounded by the wretched and miserable, and is 
well pleased to renounce all sensible and worldly pleasures to obtain 
purity and cleanness of heart. 

I beg Our Lord, then, to increase in you this holy love, and may 
this holy love be ever in our hearts to inflame and overcome us by 
His grace. The years pass away, and eternity is drawing near us. May 
we so employ our years in Divine love that we may possess eternity 


in glory. Blessed be God! 

















Nearer, My God, to Thee! 


cen Sen en 


OME thirty year ago, a gigantic ship, the “Titanic,” 

sailing proudly across the Atlantic on its maiden voyage, 

met with disaster in mid-ocean, and sank almost without 

warning, carrying hundreds of its passengers to a watery 

grave. In those tense moments of excitement, when the horror of the 
disaster and the inescapable certainty of death struck terror into the 
hearts of the unfortunate victims, there arose above the din and con- 
fusion the soothing strains of the hymn, “Nearer, My God, to Thee!” 
played by the valiant members of the orchestra while the huge ship 
sank slowly beneath the waves. Doubtless many a heart was uplifted 
thereby and found courage to face death calmly as the words of the 
well-known hymn formed themselves into a last confident prayer of 
the creature about to appear before the face of its Creator and its God. 

Like another “Titanic,” the great ship of 1944 has just sunk into 
the immeasurable ocean of eternity. When, during the night of Decem- 
ber 31st, the clock struck twelve, the waves of time closed over this 
giant ship, which for 366 days had borne us on our voyage from time 
to eternity. Yet it did not bear us with it to death, for God in His 
mercy has launched the new ship of 1945 for us to continue our heaven- 
ward voyage, though we know not whether we shall still be among its 
passengers when it puts into port at the end of its twelve-month cruise. 
Let us, then, as we embark upon the new year, do all we can to make 
the voyage a happy and a successful one. As the mariner guides his 
course by his compass and the stars, so let us direct our course by the 
compass of God’s holy will, and the guiding star, of the title of that 
song which in a peculiar way has associated itself ‘with the sinking of 
the Titanic: Nearer, My Gop, to THEE! 

Yes, “Nearer, My God, to Thee” can and must be for us during 
the new year a fact and a reality. Perhaps during the past year it was 
just a vague desire which we made little effort to carry. into effect. 
But for the new year let us make it our firm resolution. For each 
one of us, death will be the end of life’s voyage, but from death we 
look towards real life, — the life of eternity. The past year has already 
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chilled into death and only the present is fresh and living. But we 
know that God is not a God of the dead. He is the living God, and 
the God of the living. “Nearer, My God, to Thee” should then, at 
the beginning of the coming year, which the grace of God grants us, 
stand as a title, a program, as a powerful motto above its portals. 

Dante, in spirit, saw written above the gates of hell frightful words 
of death, proclaiming it as the entrance to the city of unmitigated pain, 
to torments of eternal duration, to the land of the lost. For us, above 
the portals of 1945 must be written the words of life: Those who 
pass through me may, if they will, enter into a deeper knowledge of 
God, into a more faithful fulfilment of His holy will, into a more 
intimate union with Him who is Life itself. 

Like the sound of a trumpet, so strong and vibrating that it re- 
echoes in our ears throughout the entire year, should ring this joyful 
song of life: “Nearer, My God, to Thee!” There is nothing more 
important for us during 1945 than this one thing: to draw nearer to 
God. How is this to be accomplished? What will bring us nearer to 
God? Many will say: prayer, frequent reception of the holy sacra- 
ments, greater diligence in taking part in devotions and religious ser- 
vices, or perhaps a spiritual retreat. These all help to bring us nearer 
to God, to be sure; they are steps and visits to Him, yet they are not 
the essential things. 

What, then, brings us really nearer to God? All that we think 
and do and all that happens to us, if we only refer it to God, if we 
unite it to God in the spirit of willing what He wills, if we offer and 
dedicate it to God. It depends on ourselves and entirely on ourselves 
how we shall stand in relation to God during this year. Perhaps in 
our exterior life nothing will need to be changed, if only our interior 
is changed, if only our heart is filled with God. Love and hatred — 
love which we receive and give and hatred which we bear and overcome; 
work and rest, joy and suffering, good fortune and misfortune, recogni- 
tion and envy, success and failure, great things and small, all can 
bring us nearer to God if we offer them through Him and in Him and 
for Him. Does ngt St. Paul say that even the most commonplace 
things, such as eating and drinking, should be done with and for God? 
Do we not all know the simple and yet mysterious words: “Whether 
you eat or drink, or do anything else, do all for the glory of God”? 
(1 Cor, x. 31.) Therefore we should know how to use the more im- 
portant events as well as the smaller happenings of this year for the 
service of God, we should know how to bridge the daily and temporal 
so as to pass to God and to the eternal realities. 

Then there will be no day and no minute in this year which is 
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not given by us to God. Then, if we are conscious of this, every day 
and every minute of this new year will of itself be a gift to our Creator. 
We are not so hopelessly evil as it sometimes looks and as gloomy 
prophets would have us believe, if only we frequently take a few mo- 
ments to see how we stand in relation to God, to time and eternity. We 
do not need many things, a big stock in trade, or a store of religious 
things and books and exercises to be religious, but only a few big, 
deep, strong, moral ideas and a solid determination of will. “Grant 
me sublime thoughts!” These words of the dying German poet Herder 
are the longing cry of every deep-thinking soul. Give the soul of man 
a longing for God, lofty ideals, and it will climb and soar up of itself 
to God, even though slowly and with great efforts. Such a great and 
decisive thought is the one we have chosen as our motto at the begin- 
ning of this year: Nearer, my God, to Thee! 

Therefore, let us enter upon this year with sentiments of faith; 
from the depths of our earthly being we want to offer homage to the 
majesty of God; to adore Him as the Lord of life and death, as the 
King of time and eternity. Then interiorly we shall pray: “Behold, 
O Lord, I am the work of Thy hands as well as are the starry heavens. 
I rejoice at my being and bless Thee for having created me. This holy 
joy of living which Thou hast granted me is the aurora of my New 
Year’s Day, but I myself will be the lark which at the dawn of this 
day will soar upward with great joy. It is still hidden from me what 
this year will bring, but do not permit my soul to be darkened, what- 
ever may happen. Be Thou my daily light and guide in the darknesses 
of this life. For my soul desires this and only this: Nearer, my God, 
to Thee! 

“My soul knows that above this short dream of an earthly life, of 
which this coming year is an important period, there lives a God, and 
His heaven exists and His eternity! This truth will be my last and 
strongest consolation in all the sufferings and all the struggles and all 
the needs of the new year. For I know that were there not above time 
and space a home for every soul, life would be lived without aim or 
end. And as a Christian, I know more than that. I know a truth so 
rejoicing and strong that even today whatever sufferings the coming 
year may bring appear as nothing. For within me I sing a sweet song 
which comes from heaven itself: All bitter sufferings and all rejoicing 
passes into eternity! From earth’s vain shadows and empty pretense, 
I shall at last enter into the glorious light and endless realities of 


heaven!” 
Prarie | Sere 
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ESUS — This Name of peace and holiness, this Name of love, 

was decreed by the infinite wisdom of God from all eternity 

as the most expressive of the Divine mission of the Word In- 
carnate. JESUS! — This Name of hope and consolation, this Name 
most significant and inscrutable, after being concealed four thousand 
years from Adam’s descendants, was announced by Gabriel to the 
Virgin-Mother before she conceived of the Holy Ghost, and was made 
known to Joseph in a dream by the same angelic ministry. JESUS! 
— This Name of mystery and power, the only Name given under 
heaven by which men can be saved, was conferred on the world’s 
Redeemer when He shed the first drops of His Precious Blood in His 
Circumcision. JESUS! — This Name so glorious and adorable, is 
exalted above every other name, and at Its mention “every knee should 
bow of those that are in heaven, on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue should confess that the Lord Jesus Christ is in the glory 
of the Father.” 

JESUS! — This Name of Savior is the Name of Him the promise 
of whom gave Adam strength and hope to go forth into the world 
that was to bear for him thorns and thistles. JESUS! — This Name 
of Savior is the Name of Him in whose coming were realized all the 
longings of the Patriarchs and Prophets. JESUS! — This Name of 
Savior is the Name of Him whose grace gave courage to the martyrs, 
purity to the virgins, zeal to the apostles, faith, hope and charity to 
the countless armies of holy confessors. JESUS! — This Name of 
Savior is the Name whose mere mention falls like dew upon the pur- 
gatorial fires, whose salutation, sent up from loving hearts, unlocks 
the gates of heaven, which first were opened wide at the utterance of 
that sacred Name when the King of glory entered in. 

How many motives there are of praising, esteeming and trusting 
the Name of Jesus! “For this Name justifies the sinner, delights the 
just, supports the tempted, augments the grace of the just and beatifies 
all who call upon It,” says St. Thomas of Aquin. In the lives of the 
saints we find many wonderful examples of how they glorified the 
Name of Jesus. In the fourteen Epistles which St. Paul wrote to 
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various congregations and persons, the Name of Jesus appears two 
hundred and fourteen times. How often, then, must he have uttered 
this sacred Name with his lips or in his heart! The great and zealous 
preacher, Alphonsus of Spina, was so enraptured over the most holy 
Name of Jesus, that he gave twenty-four sermons upon this Name alone, 
all of which were crowned with such extraordinary success and ac- 
companied with such wonderful blessings that numberless sinners were 
converted thereby, and many who had denied Jesus, re-entered the 
sanctuary of the holy Faith and the bosom of the Church. 

The Name of Jesus has been the support of martyrs and a help 
in all their tribulations. When the persecutors of the Christians chal- 
lenged the holy bishop and martyr, St. Ignatius of Antioch, to deny 
Jesus Crucified, the saint, filled with holy fervor, said to the enemies 
of Christ: “This Name can never depart from my mouth!” And 
when threatened with death, he cried aloud: “Indeed, you might 
efface this Name from my dead lips, but It will remain living in my 
soul!” He died courageously in the confession of Jesus, torn to pieces 
by lions in the arena. 

When St. Polycarp was brought to the heathen proconsul and com- 
manded to deny the Name of Jesus, to blaspheme It and thereby spare 
his life and obtain his liberty, he answered: “Already for eighty-six 
years have I served my Jesus, and not only has He never done anything 
to injure me, but He has overwhelmed me with many benefits, and 
should I now revile Him?” Neither the threat of being thrown to 
wild beasts, nor the menace of being burned on the pyre could move 
him. Jesus, upon whose Name he called, so strengthened him that 
without being bound to a stake with chains, he stood motionless in 
the midst of the burning fire until, the fire having spared him, not 
burning a single hair of his head, the torturer pierced him with a sword. 

The Name of Jesus has given virtue and merit to the works of 
the saints. It was in this Name that they began all that they did, as 
St. Paul counsels: “All whatsoever you do in word or work, do all 
in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ” (Col. iii. 17). The Name of 
Jesus inflamed the saints with devotion. The blessed Amandus Suso 
was so fired with ardent love for this Name that he engraved It upon 
his breast, letter by letter, with a sharp instrument, and then knelt 
before a Crucifix and prayed: “Behold, O Lord, thou only love of 
my heart, my ardent longing for Thee! Engrave Thyself and Thy 
most blessed Name so deep within my heart, that Thou canst never 
more depart therefrom!” 

As the saints have honored the holy Name of Jesus, so likewise 
should It be honored by every man and nation. “From the rising of 
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the sun to the going down thereof, the Name of the Lord is worthy of 
praise” (Ps. cxii. 3). But in our days how countless are the times 
that this sacred Name is uttered in blasphemy, in cursing and levity! 
This Name, which should be uttered only with prayer and praise, is 
used throughout the world in a manner that would ¢ause the angels to 
weep, were they capable of doing so. So common has it become to 
thoughtlessly use this Name with irreverence and profanity that on one 
occasion even the natives of one of the countries where our soldiers 
had been fighting, and whom we so lightly refer to as savages, ex- 
pressed their disedification. An article in a current magazine recounted 
some time ago how one of the chiefs of the Polynesian Tribe, on the 
island of Guadalcanal, posted a notice in a soldiers’ mess hall request- 
ing that the men be more careful in their choice of language, as their 
profanity was undermining the good work of the Catholic missionaries 
who had spent years in teaching the natives to honor and reverence 
the sacred Name of Jesus. 

True patriotism inspires in the heart the noblest ideals of service 
to God and country, and prompts heroic deeds in the defense of the 
sacred interests of both. Today there is waging a battle, a battle against 
atheism, sacrilege and apostasy. It is a serious situation. We must 
prove ourselves not only loyal sons of our country but loyal children 
of God. We have a glorious country, over which we hope to see the 
Stars and Stripes ever proudly floating, for whose safety and well-being 
American blood has been and continues to be poured out unstintingly. 
But let us remember, too, that we have a heavenly country, of which 
we hope to become true citizens, the kingdom of our Heavenly Father. 
But how can we hope to reach it, if we do not reverence the holy 
Name of Jesus? To defame this holy Name leads to irreligion and 
hatred of God. That sacred Name, once formidable to the devils, is 
so still when pronounced with reverence as It should be; but Its mis- 
use in oaths and profane speech, so common nowadays, is satanic in 
its very root and marks a new victory for the devil, against whom we 
must constantly war. No better means of spiritual warfare could be 
suggested to combat this terrible evil of our days than the leaping to 
arms in every part of our country by all our Catholic manhood to op- 
pose under the banner of the Holy Name Society the spirit of blas- 
phemy and impurity. With the verdancy of a spiritual spring the 
waste lands of profanity and obscenity would soon be transformed 
into a flower garden of reverence and love for the holy Name. 

Let every Catholic make the firm resolution never to pronounce 
the adorable Name of Jesus without devotion, without inward and out- 
ward reverence, and in a year’s time what unspeakable good will be 
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achieved through this holy Name! May all Catholics, then, as true 
Knights and followers of Christ, labor individually and corporately for 
the glory of this holy Name by hindering in themselves and in others 
any profanation of It, by condemning in word and act all indecencies 
and obscenities that appear in newspapers, pictures, books and theatri- 
cal shows, all immodesty in speech and dress. And by instructing 
others on the dignity and sanctity of the Holy Name, by teaching them 
to invoke It in life and death and by leading them by word and example 
to keep the Lord’s Day and to receive the sacraments frequently, they 
will do more than through any other means to achieve the true victory 
we seek, the victory which aims at nothing less than the renewal of 
the supernatural life within the hearts of the faithful and the fostering 
of religious principles among those who forget or deny God. 





The Divine Refugee 
etn 


HE flight of the Holy Family into Egypt,” says Father Faber, 

“has always been a fountain of poetry and art in the 

Church at large, while it has been a source of tears and of 

rich contemplation to religious souls. It is not only that 

the mystery is so exceedingly beautiful in itself; but the 

Gentiles have loved to regard it as, after the Epiphany, the beginning 

of Our Lord’s dealings with them. He flies from His own people to 

take .refuge in a heathen land. He consecrates by His presence that 

very land which had been the great historical enemy of the chosen 

people, and which was, as it were, the express type of all heathen 
darkness. 

“Amid those benighted Gentiles He finds a peaceful home, where 
no persecutions trouble the even tenor of His childish life. The idols 
fall from their niches as He moves. A power goes out into the rich 
Nile valley, nay, overflows it, and runs far into the yellow sands of 
the desert, sanctifying and setting apart the whole region as a future 
Church, as a blossoming wilderness, as a barren mystical paradise 
populous with saints. The fathers of the desert are to pass into a 
Christian proverb throughout the magnificent West, a phenomenon 
which men will never be weary of admiring, a living discipline, an 
enduring academy, in which all future generations of Catholic saints 
are to be brought up and to take their degrees. .. 

“In the dead of night the Lord appeared in sleep to Joseph, the 
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keeper of heaven’s best treasures on earth, and bade him rise, and 
take the Child and His Mother, and fly into Egypt... The night was 
dark and tranquil over the little town of Nazareth, when Joseph went 
forth. No commandment of God ever found such promptitude in high- 
est saint or readiest angel as this one had found in Mary. She heard 
Joseph’s words, and she smiled on him in silence as he spoke. There 
was no perturbation, no hurry, although there was all a mother’s fear. 
She took up her Treasure as He slept, and went forth with Joseph 
into the cold starlight; 
for poverty has few prep- 
arations to make. She 
was leaving home again. 
Terror and hardship, the 
wilderness and _ heathen- 
dom, were before her; 
and she confronted all 
with the calm anguish of 
an already broken heart. 
As Jesus had come like 
God, so He went like God, 
unnoticed and unmissed. 
No one is ever less missed 
on earth than He on 
whom it all depends. 

“Avoiding the Holy 
City, they passed near 
Bethlehem, as if His 
neighborhood should give 
a blessing to those uncon- 
scious babes that were still nestling warmly in their mothers’ arms. 
Thus they fell into the road which leads into the wilderness, and, Joseph 
going before, like the shadow of the Eternal Father, they crossed the 
frontier of the Promised Land far on, until they were lost to the eye, 
like specks on the desert sand. 

“Two creatures had carried the Creator into the wilderness, and 
were taking care of Him there amid the stony sands of the unwatered 
gullies... Ages ago, the Jewish people, after their deliverance from 
Egypt, had wandered over that desert. Its gray sands, its ruddy rocks, 
its stonestrewn plains... had been the scenes of such wonders as the 
world had not beheld before... Here now was the very Creator Him- 
self, in the reality of human childhood, wandering over that historic 
wilderness, reversing the Exodus, going to make Egypt His home, driven 





Fugitives from the sword of Herod 
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out of the delectable land of the old Canaanites by the very people 
whom He had led thither by a pillar of light, whose battles He had 
fought, whose victories He had gained and whose tribes He had estab- 
lished. There was Mary with her Magnificat, instead of Miriam and 
her glorious seaside song; and another Joseph, greater and dearer far 
than that saintly patriarch of old, who had saved the lives of men by 
husbanding the bread of Egypt, whereas this new Joseph was to guard 
in the same Egypt the living Bread of everlasting life. . . 

“How wonderful must have been the thoughts of Jesus and Mary 
as they wandered over those scenes of God’s past mercies, past judg- 
ments, past grandeurs! It was a journey of hardship and fatigue. .. 
Tradition speaks of trees that bowed down their leafy heads, inclining 
their branchless stems, to shade with their fanlike plumes the Mother 
and the Child. It speaks also of the uncouth images of the heathen 
gods which tumbled from their pedestals when the True God went by. 

“There, on the banks of that old river where Moses wrought his 
miracles, amid crowds of benighted idolaters, and in all the straitnesses 
of poverty, the Hebrew strangers dwelt, for seven years, for five years, 
or for two years and a half, as different authorities maintain. Joseph 
pursued his trade of carpenter, and Mary doubtless contributed to the 
support of the modest household, while Jesus unfolded His infantine 
beauties day after day, more delicate and lovely a thousand times in 
His human loveliness than the fairest snowy lotus that was ever cradled 
on the bosom of the Nile.” 

This word-picture of Father Faber’s gives us but a faint idea of 
the trials, hardships and sufferings endured by the Holy Family in 
their flight and exile. Let us sometimes recall to our minds the memory 
of this event and in our own trials draw from it inspiration to imitate 
the virtues practiced by Jesus, Mary and Joseph. In a revelation 
to one of her devoted servants, the Blessed Virgin made known that 
it is particularly pleasing to Our Lord when this mystery is honored, 
because, of all the mysteries of His holy life, it is most frequently 
overlooked. Our Lady also promised special graces to those who 
venerate it by performing some devotion in its honor. 


Christ Today Flees from New “Herods” 


Jesus, Mary and Joseph in their flight and exile in Egypt were 
refugees from Herod’s persecution. Throughout the centuries past, un- 
counted numbers of refugees, like these holy fugitives, left their homes 
in an endeavor to escape the heartless persecution of new “Herods.” 
Today vast armies of such exiles are fleeing from their homes in the © 
various war-torn countries of Europe, and seeking asylum in any new 
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“Egypt” which will receive them. Many of them come to our own 
dear country; they come with weary and weak bodies, half-starved 
from lack of nourishment, and clothed in rags; they come with faces 
lined with deep marks of sorrow and pain; with features set in hard 
lines which are softened by no smiles or laughter; they come with 
hearts filled with unseen griefs and souls tortured by the cruel sword 
of hatred. Great indeed are the sufferings and sorrows of these poor 
‘ wanderers from home and country, yet there is no pain of exile, no 
grief of soul, which was not first experienced by the Divine Refugee 
fleeing into Egypt. How His Heart must go out to them in infinite 
pity! How He must grieve in their griefs, and turn to us, their brothers 
in Him, stretching forth pleading hands to be received ‘in them. 

Yes, in receiving these poor sufferers, it is Christ who is received! 
Does He not tell us in the Gospel that He will so account it, for St. 
Matthew tells us that in the day of judgment He will say to those on 
His right hand: “Come, blessed of My Father, take possession of the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I 
was hungry and you gave Me to eat; I was thirsty and you gave Me 
to drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; naked and you 
covered Me; sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came 
to Me.” And when the just shall ask when they did these things to 
Him, He will reply: “Amen, I say to you, as long as you did it to one 
of these, the least of My brethren, you did it to Me” (xxiv. 34-37; 40). 

Let us then seize this opportunity to shelter Christ fleeing from 
Herod, and if our own homes do not actually house these suffering 
members of His, exposed to so many dangers of body and soul, let us at 
least offer them shelter and refuge in our hearts by praying for them. 
And let us pray not only for those who are fugitives from religious 
persecution, but also for those whom the war has driven from their 
homes, asking God to grant them strength to bear their sorrows and 
hardships and to hasten the end of their days of exile. 

May the Divine Refugee be their true solace and comfort, and if 
it should not be their lot to again return to the home of their birth, 
may they find a friendly place of refuge in some other land. And 
at length, after earth’s sorrows are over, may they rejoice in entering 
into their eternal Fatherland, where “sorrow and mourning shall pass 
away,” and where there will be no more pain of parting. 


Searz- ~exe 
Spiritual Vitamin for January 


Jesus, for love of Thee, with Thee and for Thee. 
2 (Ind. of 300 days.) 
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N January 6, Holy Church celebrates the feast of the Epiphany 

of Our Lord. Epiphany means “manifestation.” On Christmas 

day God appeared among men in a visible form and manifested Him- 

self first of all to the Jews. On the feast of the Epiphany the new- 

born God-man revealed Himself to the Gentiles through their representa- 

tives, the three Wise Men from the East, declaring thereby that He had 

come upon earth for all mankind. But whereas on Christmas we 

celebrate the union of God with the human race, on Epiphany we are 

made aware that our Savior-God desires to unite Himself in a mysterious 
manner with the souls of men. 

This intimate union between Christ and the human soul can only 
be effected by mutual co-operation. In other words: Christ must give 
us what is rightly called the “Spirit of true wisdom,” the Holy Spirit, 
who teaches us to know what is required of us for union with Him 
and enables us to put this knowledge into practice; and we must accept 
this Divine gift of wisdom and endeavor to act according to its dictates. 
What this wisdom consists in and what it exacts of us, if Christ is to 
be manifested in us, is admirably exemplified by the Magi, the three 
holy kings who came to do honor to Jesus at Bethlehem. They were 
the rulers of Eastern cities and lived at a great distance from Bethlehem. 
In their land there had long existed a tradition that some day a star 
would appear which the princes of the people were to follow, and 
in following it, would find the King of heaven, incarnate on earth. 
Many generations had looked and longed for this promised sign, which 
came at last. When the star appeared, the Magi lost no time in setting 
out to follow it. Prompt obedience was their watchword, and this 
prompt obedience brought them to Jesus; for prompt obedience to 
God’s holy will is the secret of all sanctity, which is union with Jesus. 


The journey of the Magi from their own country to Palestine, - 


just because a star had appeared in a certain quarter of the heavens, 
seemed to many like a fool’s errand. Was a mere tradition sufficient 
ground for undertaking so long, so arduous and so costly a journey? 
Were not their duties at home of more importance, and had they not 
a greater claim than this strange apparition which tempted them away? 
But the Magi intuitively knew what Christ would teach men by this 
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star: that what is folly to man is often wisdom with God; and that 
what is mere worldly wisdom is often neglect of supernatural grace. 
And the Magi followed the star till they arrived at Jerusalem, where 
it disappeared. The Magi, however, were not disconcerted by its dis- 
appearance. If God saw fit to withdraw His direct and extraordinary 
supernatural guidance, they must fall back on ordinary means. So 
they sought for information from Herod. And they have taught us 
a lesson thereby: the lesson that God sometimes leads us by holy in- 
spirations and sometimes leaves us to discover His will by natural means 
and through our spiritual guides and superiors. The disappearance 
of the star in the bustle of the rich and proud city of Jerusalem shows 
us, too, that the busy hum of the world, and even mere intercourse 
with the crowd, hinders God’s holy inspirations. And as in the vicinity 
of Herod, who personifies sin, there was no star, so, likewise, does sin 
darken our souls and obscure God’s lights. 

But as the Magi were men of faith, they were not diverted by the 
sights and wonders of Jerusalem, nor did they lose confidence in their 
sign because the people of Jerusalem and the priests themselves seemed 
either indifferent or hostile to the idea of finding a new-born King. 
When they had obtained the necessary information, they wasted no 
further time in Jerusalem. Scarcely had they quitted the city, when 
the star reappeared to their joyful eyes... There it was. There was 
no mistaking it, for God does not forsake His servants in the midst of 
trials. He still guides them, and if they but persevere in the way He 
shows, they will rejoice again in receiving His inspirations. 

At length, the star, instead of moving before them in the heavens, 
came nearer to earth and rested above a humble dwelling. What new 
trial of faith was this for the Magi with their Eastern ideas of magnifi- 
cence! Were they to find the King of heaven so poorly housed and 
lacking all visible splendor about His cradle? Yet their faith never 
wavered. God was their teacher, and they were learning from Him the 
dificult lesson of not judging from outward appearances and the im- 
pressions of the senses, just as we must learn to do in order to recognize 
the Divine Presence under the humble appearances of the Holy Eucharist. 

When at last, with quickly beating hearts, the Wise Men knocked 
at the door of the poor abode and it was opened to them, they found 
Him whom they were seeking, in the arms of Mary, His Mother. The 
humble dwelling was full of celestial light. Sweet angel songs rang 
in their ears, and their hearts were filled with an unspeakable joy and 
assurance that there before them was the King of the Jews, nay, the 
Lord of heaven and earth, their Savior and their God. And following 
the first impulse of their hearts, they fell prostrate and adored Him. 
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What a magnificent picture of our life as pilgrims on earth is this 
journey of the Magi! Already it has been pointed out how the star 
signifies the inspirations of God and the necessity of our prompt obe- 
dience to them, or the expediency of following the vocation God maps 
out for us, if we are to come to Him. We have also seen that faith 
and perseverance in the midst of temptations and in doubts and darkness, 
and resisting the allurements of riches, pleasure and glory, are the means 
by which we merit to come to God, and that we seldom find Him in 
a gilded palace, but rather in a humble hut, where, having entered, our 
first impulse is one of adoration and submission to Him. This is indeed 
the journey we all must take to reach heaven where God will manifest 
Himself to us in all His glory and majesty and fill us with Himself 
so that His possession will be our sweetest delight for all eternity. 


Sanctification through the Mass 
Continued 


ts 

OWEVER, using the missal seems to be the 

most logical and we might say the most 
common-sense method of assisting at Holy Mass. 
The prayers of the missal are unsurpassed in 
richness of content and depth of meaning, and 
we should not lightly set them aside to use other 
prayers which may appeal more to our senti- 
mentality. 

There is also another great advantage in the 
use of the missal in that it brings to us the dis- 
tinctive spirit of the Sunday or feast day or the mystery which the 
Mass commemorates. The prayer service of the Mass, we know, con- 
sists of two parts: the so-called common of the Mass, which remains 
always the same, and the proper, which varies for each Sunday or 
feast day or for each day of the week in certain ecclesiastical seasons. 
This is a great help in our spiritual life because it enables us to live 
in closer union with the Church and the mysteries of our holy Faith. 

Those Catholics who are sufficiently well instructed in the use of 
the missal to do so intelligently and with spiritual profit should, then, 
by all means adopt this method of participating in the holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass. Yet even when the missal method has been adopted, some 
prudent directors of souls advise that from time to time one put aside 
the missal and formulate one’s own prayers — for instance, at the 
Offertory — or contemplate Our Lord’s interior oblation from the mo- 
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ment of His incarnation to His last breath on the Cross, or just His 
interior oblation on Calvary and in the Mass. The purpose of such a 
recommendation is to break the monotony — if one may so speak — 
of using one method exclusively and thus preventing it from becoming 
routine or mechanical. 

However, let us repeat that while the use of the missal is certainly 
one of the most excellent means of uniting with the priest at the altar 
and with Christ, the Divine High Priest, it is not essential to a perfect 
participation in the Holy Sacrifice. Because of undue stress sometimes 
placed on the use of the missal, some people have come to believe 
that they must use a missal, or at least a prayer book, in order to 
satisfy the obligation of hearing Mass. This is by no means true. If 
it were, the Church would certainly have made a formal declaration 
to that effect. But she has not, and could not reasonably do so, because 
in many instances it would be impossible of fulfilment. Let us then be 
at peace if for some reason we do not find the missal method the best 
suited to our particular needs, and use that method which best accords 
with our spiritual] taste. 

This does not mean, however, that the practice of pronto devotions 
during the Mass is to be encouraged, such as litanies, novena prayers 
or even the Rosary. There is danger in the recitation of such prayers 
during the Mass that the union with the oblation of Christ on the altar, 
so essential for a fruitful participation in the Holy Sacrifice, will be 
broken. It is because of this danger that many spiritual directors and 
shepherds of souls discourage the recitation of the Rosary during the 
Mass, and of private prayers which by their nature might easily divert 
a person’s attention from what is done at the altar. Then, too, it seems 
very much out of place to engage in some other form of devotion 
during the Mass, unless one does so in such a way as to link it with 
the Holy Sacrifice. Why should we be occupied in saying litanies or 
prayers to our guardian angels or patron saints, or even to our Blessed 
Mother, during this time? We surely would not think of saying other 
prayers while the Rosary or the Stations were being prayed publicly, 
and the Mass is infinitely more important than these devotions. 

Although the practice of saying the Rosary during the Mass is 
quite common, and this form of prayer does lend itself more readily 
to union with the Holy Sacrifice than many other devotions, it is, never- 
theless, not the ideal way of assisting at Mass, generally speaking. 
For some persons it may indeed be a very good and even the best way. 
By meditating, for example, on the Sorrowful Mysteries and associating 
those mysteries with the Sacrifice of the Mass, which is a remem- 
brance and a renewal of Christ’s sufferings and Death, a person may be 
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closely united with the oblation of the Divine Victim at the altar. But 
even then he certainly ought to interrupt his prayer at least at the 
principal parts of the Mass — the Offertory, the Consecration and 
the Communion — and devoutly unite with the priest in appropriate 
acts of adoration and oblation. 

Co-Victims with Christ 

As our Lord Jesus Christ is not only the High Priest offering the 
Mass, but also the Victim offered, so those who assist at the Holy 
Sacrifice should be not only “priests” but also “victims.” If, therefore, 
we wish to partake in fullest measure of the fruits of the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass, we should not only offer the sacrifice of Christ in union 
with Our Lord Himself and the officiating priest, but also offer our- 
SELVES in union with Him. The closer we are united as victims to 
Christ, the Divine Victim, the more perfectly shall we celebrate Holy 
Mass and the more fully shall we partake of its fruits. 

As already mentioned, on the Cross our Savior offered Himself 
alone, but as Head of His Mystical Body He associated with His ob- 
lation that of all the future members of that Mystical Body, which is 
the Church. We could not make this oblation with Him then because 
we were not yet born, but He gives us the opportunity now, and desires 
that we do so in the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The Mass, then, is 
our Sacrifice in a twofold sense; first, because we offer it together with 
the priest and through his hands, and secondly, because in it we make 
(or should make) the offering of ourselves in union with the offering 
of Christ and the Church. Thus we become “Co-victims” with the 
Divine Victim and are offered by Him and with Him to the Heavenly 
Father. In us are then fulfilled the words of St. Paul: “I exhort you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercy of God, to present your bodies as a 
sacrifice, living, holy, pleasing to God — your spiritual service” (Rom. 
xii. 1). 

As members of the Church, we shall enter into the Sacrifice of the 
Mystical Body and give glory to God, not simply by being observers 
nor even by a most precise recitation of the liturgical prayers, but only 
in proportion as we offer ourselves as co-victims with Christ, the Head 
of the Church; that is, in so far as we prefer God to ourselves and the 
world by a whole-hearted love, expressing this preference by gifts of 
renunciation when opportunities present themselves. 

The following words of Abbot Marmion will help us to under- 
stand better what is to be the character of our self-oblation: “We must 
be united to Christ in His immolation and offer ourselves with Him; 
then He takes us with Him, He immolates us with Him, He bears us 
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before His Father, in odorem suayitatis (as a sweet odor). ft is our- 
selves we must offer with Jesus Christ. If the faithful share, through 
baptism, in the priesthood of Christ, it is, says St. Peter, that they may 
‘offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ’ (1 
Pet. ii. 5)... But in order that we may be accepted by God, the offer- 
ing of ourselves must 
be united to the offer- 
ing Christ made of 
Himself upon the 
Cross and renews up- 
on the altar. Our 
Lord substituted Him- 
self for us in His im- 
molation; He took the 
place of us all, and 
that is why when He 
died we, in principle, 
died with Him. .. For 
this mystical death to 
take place effectually 
in each one of us, we 
must unite ourselves 
to His Sacrifice on the 
altar. And how are we 
to unite ourselves to 
Christ Jesus in this 
character. of victim? 
By yielding ourselves, 
like Him, to the en- 
tire accomplishment 
of the Divine good 
pleasure. It is for God 
to dispose fully of the 
victim offered to Him; 
we must be in this 
essential attitude of 
giving all to God, of making our acts of self-renunciation and mortifi- 
cation, of accepting the sufferings and trials of each day for love of 
Him... That is to offer ourselves with Jesus. Let us offer the Divine 
Son to His Eternal Father and offer ourselves with this ‘holy Host’ in 
the same dispositions that animated the Sacred Heart of Christ on 
the Cross: intense love of His Father and of our brethren, ardent desire 





Jesus, Victim on the Cross and in the Host 
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for the salvation of souls, and full abandonment to all that is willed 
from on high, above all, if it contains what is painful and vexatious 
for our nature. When we do this, we offer God the most acceptable 
homage He can receive from us.’ 

(Christ, the Life of the Soul, pp. 256-7.) 

Another spiritual writer expresses it thus: “If the Mass is to be 
My Sacririce together with Christ’s, then I must bring My offering. 
What is it to be? The obligation of making a total offering of my 
will to God is beyond question. The motive of my sacrifice, therefore, 
requires a permanent disposition of complete love or preference for 
God by the unrestricted surrender of my will to His... I must strive 
for the total elimination of merely selfish motives of conduct in order 
to conform to and be assimilated by the Divine Victim of the altar... 
The gradual accomplishment of this preference for God-will depend 
on the purification and supernatural direction of my intention in the 
everyday round of doings and endurings... I must learn the habit of 
performing my daily activities to please God, so that my everyday 
round of duties and enjoyments unfolds in the atmosphere of the super- 
natural life. 

“The only way to acquire any habit is by practice. Unless I under- 
stand this, I shall fail to see the significance of the Mass as My Sacrifice 
and as a way of life, and I shall assist at it rather as a witness than 
as a participant and co-victim. Unless I realize that the test of victim- 
hood is not enthusiasm for liturgical forms, but an unreserved personal 
love for God expressed in my conduct; not an external formality, but 
an inner vitality, that will make contact with the meaning and life of 
the liturgy, the Mass and the activity of my daily life will be two 
distinct and unrelated events.” (Rev. D. Mooney, O.F.M.) 

The union of our self-oblation with that of Christ is beautifully 
symbolized by the mingling of water and wine at the Offertory — the 
wine representing Christ and the water ourselves — and is expressed 
by the prayer accompanying this action, which asks that “through 
the mingling of this water and wine we may become partakers of His 
Divinity who vouchsafed to become partaker of our humanity.” 

The offering of bread and wine signifies not only the oblation of 
Christ into whose Body and Blood these gifts are presently to be trans- 
formed, but also the offering of ourselves. A gift symbolizes the person 
who offers it, and in offering a gift, we offer ourselves. We cannot 
actually place ourselves on the altar, so we offer bread and wine as 
substitutes to represent the offering of ourselves with all that we are 
and have to God, in recognition of His supreme dominion over our 
persons and our possessions. 
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When the priest takes the host into his hands and offers it up to 
God. we -hould make the offering with him, and at the same time lay 
upon the paten our own host — the host that is ourself: our body with 
all its urgans and members, our soul with all its powers, our mind with 
all its thoughts, our will with all its movements, our heart with all 
its aflections; our daily life, with our labors, our sufferings, our strug- 
gies. cur cllorts, our prayers, our good works, our talents, our health. 
This obiation we should place also in the chalice; and as there is a 
specia! )mbolism attached to the wine, namely that of charity or Divine 
love. th wine may be regarded as symbolizing all efforts and actions 
in: pired wy Divine love, and all the pains and sufferings accepted in 
that same love. The will being the seat of love, the offering of 
the w.n. may symbolize the offering of our will and heart, or, in other 
word. |, loving interior oblation of our will to the will of God. 

Wien we thus offer ourselves with all that we are and have in 
union with the Sacrifice of Christ, He blends our sacrifice, poor and 
wordhle . though it be in itself, with His own infinitely holy, valuable 
and p easing Sacrifice, and offers it to the Heavenly Father, and thereby 
bestows un our sacrifice a dignity and a value of infinite worth. By 
the iniiniie perfection of His Sacrifice He supplies for all that is want- 
ing io vu.s. and thus endows it with sublime merit and makes it supreme- 


ly wo.th, of being offered to the Heavenly Father and of being repaid 
by Him with untold blessings. 

1... as the bread and wine are transformed into something wholly 
differ u. .vom what they were before, so too our lives must be con- 


ecrau. and transformed. We must be as persons offered to God, con- 
s.cra.d raised-above the status of mere natural human beings, and 
broughi cluse to God; our whole moral sense and life must be turned 
toward God in union with Christ and the Sacrifice He offers. We must 
have the earnest intention of correcting our faults, of overcoming our 
evi: ine nadons and of replacing them with good, virtuous habits. Then 
when w eave the church at the end of Holy Mass we will rejoice in 
ihe th ugit that we have been offered together with Christ and that all 


that wei us during the day.has already been sanctified and presented 
to God us an oblation at our morning Mass. In the strength of this 

.e ia: we will fate our daily tasks with new joy and courage, and 
our Mass will be not just a matter of a half hour’s or an hour’s worship 
in th m  uing, but a true way of life, prolonged and continued through- 
oul .u. aly activity. Then the Mass will be for us truly a fountain 
o! al lh. uly blessings and graces and an unfailing source of sancti- 


fication. To be concluded 
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The Longing of the Poor Souls for the 
Heavenly Epiphany 


—FOno<d— 


IRE and darkness are certainly two great tortures for the 
poor souls, and with these are associated as many various 
tortures of the senses as there are different kinds of sins 
which they have committed in life. “By what things a 
man sinneth, by the same also is he tormented” (Wis. 
xi. 17). But all these sufferings cannot be compared to 

the most intense of all pains, the pain of being separated from God, 

the pain of the most craving desire for Him. 

“For Thee my soul hath thirsted” (Ps. Ixii. 2); “How long, O 
Lord, wilt Thou forget me unto the end? how long dost Thou turn 
away Thy face from me? How long shall I sorrow in my heart all the 
day?” (Ps. xii. 1, 2.) “Fear and trembling have come upon me: and 
darkness has covered me” (Ps. liv. 6). “Deliver my soul from death, 
my eyes from tears... and let me please Thee in the land of the living” 
(Ps. cxiv. 8,9). Thus do the poor souls in purgatory sigh with more 
affliction and fervor than did the royal psalmist, until their punishments 
are expiated, until an angel from heaven brings them the glad tidings 
that the gates of the heavenly Jerusalem are opened to them. We can- 
not form the least idea of the ardor of their longings for God, because 
we are still in the body, and attached to this world by many ties; and 
because we have not yet beheld the beauty and splendor of God which 
irradiated them immediately after death when they faced their Judge. 

Anyone who has been so happy as to call a dear cozy home his own, 
and later on lives far away from it in a strange country, perhaps across 
the sea, will often experience the pangs of homesickness. Often his 
mind will recall the dear little cottage where he spent so many happy 
days with his father and mother, his brothers and sisters; the beloved 
church where as a child he received his Savior for the first time; the 
peaceful village where he went to school and spent the happy days of 
his youth. Sometimes these memories will awaken in his heart such 
poignant longing that he will languish and pine and actually become 
ill with homesickness. But how much more intense and painful is the 
homesickness that consumes the poor souls for their heavenly country, 
their eternal home! How endlessly long seems every moment that 
they are separated from God, their beloved Heavenly Father! If in 
sight of the eternal God a thousand years are as a day (Ps. lxxxix), 
may it not be for the poor souls, in their intense pain, that a single 
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day also seems like a thousand years? That such is actually the case 
we learn from various apparitions of poor souls. 

Although little is known of the actual character of the torments of 
purgatory, all the masters of the spiritual life agree in this, that the 
pain of banishment, of separation from God, is the most terrible torture 
the poor souls must endure. And this torture is intensified by the fact 
that they can no longer help themselves, that all their love, all their 
sorrows, cannot shorten the time of banishment even for a moment. 
Therefore with weeping eyes and imploring voice they cry to us, cry 
out to every Christian heart, “My lot is in thy hands!” (Ps. xxx. 16.) 
“T beseech thee, therefore, that I may see the face of the King” (2 Kings 
xiv. 32). This cry is ever rising from the realm of the poor souls to 
our hearts; may it penetrate them to their deepest depths so that no 
poor soul need complain, “There is no help for me in myself, and 
my familiar friends also are departed from me” (Job. vi. 13). 

Let our answer to this cry be a New Year resolution that we will 
daily remember the dear departed. The suffrages and penances which 
we offer for them will do much to hasten the moment when the eternal 
vision of God will be granted to them and when, in eternal union with 
Him, they will be filled with a beatitude which no earthly words can 
express; when, seeing Him, and in Him all things, loving, enjoying 
and possessing Him, they will rejoice in an Epiphany feast that far 
transcends any manifestation of God’s glory which earthly vision could 
catch. This Epiphany is deferred for them because, unlike the Magi, 
they sometimes swerved from the path pointed out to them by the 
guiding star of God’s holy will. At times they followed the powerful 
attraction of sensible things, and let their hearts become attached to 
them. Again, being surrounded with worldly glory, they became a 
little vainglorious; being among vanities, they took pleasure in them; 
and possessing riches, they grew too fond of them and were not truly 
poor in spirit. Holy Church tells us in the Epistle for the feast of 
the Epiphany: “Lift up thine eyes and see. All these are gathered 
together: they are come to thee; thy sons shall come from afar, and 
thy daughters shall rise up at thy side. All they from Saba shall come, 
bringing gold and frankincense and showing forth praise to the Lord.” 
Let us apply these words to the holy souls, who have come from all 
nations, and beg our Divine Savior to hasten that jubilant moment when 
they may behold Him upon His high throne, “whom a multitude of 
angels adore, singing together: Behold Him the name of whose empire 
is forever” (Introit of the Mass for the Sunday within the Octave of 
Epiphany) — the King and Lord of all, yet the same Savior who 
appeared on Christmas and manifested Himself at the Epiphany. 














now and Fixplain Your Catholic Faith 


tie 
The Apostles’ Creed 


ete 
ARTICLE X — The Forgiveness of Sins 


HE Tenth Article of the Creed — “The Forgiveness of Sins’ — 
+ follows naturally and logically upon the Ninth Article which per- 
tains to the Church, for the object of the institution of the 
Church is the salvation and sanctification of souls, and one of the chief 
means Christ entrusted to her for that purpose is the forgiveness of 
sins. This Article sets forth a doctrine which is one of the most con- 
soling to sinners, which we all are. At the same time it is one of the 
most bitterly assailed by the enemies of the Church, for, although no 
one will deny that God has the right and the power to forgive sins 
committed against Him, there are countless numbers who deny that He 
deigns to exercise that power through the ministry of mortal men. 

We know that the principal object of Christ’s mission on earth was 
to restore fallen man to the friendship of God by releasing his soul from 
the bondage of sin. The very name of JESUS indicates this consoling 
truth. ‘Thou shalt call His name JESUS,” said the angel to St. Joseph, 
“for He shall save His people from their sins’ (Matt. i. 21). If Jesus 
had contented Himself with healing the maladies of the body, He would 
indeed have deserved to be called our Physician, but He would not have 
merited the nobler and more endearing title of Savior and Redeemer. 

As much as the soul of man excels in dignity and worth the mortal 
flesh which envelops it, so much more did our Savior value the resur- 
rection of a soul from the grave of sin above the raising of a body from 
the grave of death. Hence St. Augustine pointedly remarks that while 
the Gospel relates only three resurrections of the body, Our Lord during 
His mortal life raised thousands of souls to the life of grace, 

It is in forgiving sins that God’s attribute of mercy and goodness 
toward mankind are most gloriously manifested. In order that we may 
the better understand and appreciate the greatness of His Divine good- 
ness in instituting a tribunal of mercy where sinners may obtain for- 
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giveness, let us first consider what sin is, what an outrage it constitutes 
against the awful majesty of God, and what its effects are in the soul 


of the sinner. 
The Nature of Sin 


Sin, we know from our catechism, is a wilful violation of the law 
of God.* One who transgresses the law of God in a matter of minor 
importance commits a venial sin, but one who wilfully violates the 
Divine law in a grave matter commits a mortal sin. The word venial, 
however, should not lead us into thinking that venial sins are a matter 
of slight consequence, for there can be nothing slight where an offense 
against God is concerned. Even venial sin, although it does not rob 
the soul of the life of grace nor separate it from God, is a dreadful evil, 
because it is an offense against the infinite majesty of God. At the 
same time it weakens the life of the soul, hinders many graces which 
God would have bestowed, incurs God’s punishment and leads the trans- 
gressor by degrees to grievous sins. The grievousness of venial sins 
is better comprehended when we consider the excruciating torments by 
which the temporal punishment due to them must be expiated in pur- 
gatory if they have not been atoned for in this life. 

Mortal sin, however, is to be detested and dreaded infinitely more, 
because of its unspeakable malice and its dreadful consequences. It is 
a grievous offense against God, the supreme Lord, and a most criminal 
disobedience to His holy will; it is an act of most shameful ingratitude 
to God, our most loving Father and greatest Benefactor; it is an act 
of detestable infidelity to our most amiable Redeemer and of contempt 
of His graces and merits; and it deprives the soul of the supernatural 
life of sanctifying grace and renders the one who commits it guilty of 
eternal death and damnation. Hence its name mortal, which is derived 
from the Latin word mors, meaning “‘death.”’ Mortal sin strikes directly 
at God’s infinite goodness, abuses His infinite mercy, defies His infinite 
justice and provokes His righteous anger. 


A Terrible Outrage to the Divine Majesty 


We cannot comprehend the full malice and wickedness of an 
offense against God because we cannot comprehend the infinite great- 
ness and goodness of God who is offended by sin. However, since the 
grievousness of an injury is proportioned to the superior dignity of the 
person offended above the person offending, we may form some faint 
idea of the atrociousness of mortal sin by considering that it is an out- 
rage committed against the most high God, whose dignity is infinite and 
whose majesty is supreme, by a vile, miserable creature of earth, a mere 
handful of dust and ashes, 
~~ *This treatise will concern the forgiveness of sins in the sacrament of penance. 
We shall therefore, not speak of original sin, the sin inherited from our first parents, 
with which every soul is stained at its entrance into the world (with the exception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary), and which is blotted out in the sacrament of baptism. The 
first fountain of the remission of sin is, therefore, the sacrament of baptism, which 
blots out not only original sin, but also any actual sins which may have been committed 
by the person baptized, provided he is truly sorry for them. There are also other 
channels through which sin is remitted, namely, perfect contrition, Holy Mass, the other 
sacraments, and good works done.in the state of grace, as we shall see in the course of 
our consideration of this Article of the Creed. 
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By mortal sin a poor worm of the earth impudently raises its head 
against the King of glory, presumptuously affronts its Lord and Creator, 
and impiously tramples upon His most sacred law. By mortal sin a 
wretched creature repays the goodness of its Creator, its most loving 
Father and most bountiful Benefactor, with the basest ingratitude, uses 
His own gifts to offend Him and in return for the many signal benefits, 
favors, graces and blessings received from Him, turns its back upon 
Him in contempt, prefers some created object or vile pleasure to the 
eternal, Sovereign Good, and, as St. Paul expresses it, renews the Passion 
and Death of Jesus Christ, crucifies Him over again and trampies under 
foot His Precious Blood. By mortal sin, the sinner barters heaven for 
earth, and with greater perversity than the Jews who preferred Barab- 
bas to Jesus, gives the devil himself the preference before God, as Ter- 
tullian remarks. Or, as St. Augustine says, by every mortal sin a 
sinner commits, he sells his soul to the devil, and for his salary and 
recompense receives nothing but a momentary satisfaction, a base pleas- 
ure, a sordid, perishable gratification. 

The odiousness of sin in God’s sight is manifested by the punish- 
ments which He has frequently inflicted on the unhappy offenders, even 
in this world. The universal deluge, the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah by a shower of fire and sulphur from heaven, with many 
other visible judgments recorded in Holy Writ, are intended to impress 
us with this truth. But nothing better demonstrates the horrible out- 
rage and injury committed against the infinite majesty of God by mortal 
sin, nothing shows more clearly how intensely He abhors it, than the 
Passion and Death of Jesus Christ. Here God shows us that one mortal 
sin of disobedience was so odious, so offensive, so injurious and abhor- 
rent to His infinite sanctity that the gates of heaven were thereby 
closed against mankind, and nothing less than the Precious Blood of 
Jesus Christ, the God-man, was able to make condign satisfaction and 
to reopen those gates. 

It is from the bitterness of the remedy, says St. Bernard, that we 
may form some idea of the baseness and enormity of mortal sin, and 
truly judge how horrid and abominable it must be in the sight of God. 
If, then, it were not infinitely horrid, odious and detestable to the last 
degree, it would not oblige the great God, who is so prone to mercy, 
and whose very nature is goodness, to condemn to unquenchable flames 
a soul made after His own image and likeness, created to enjoy Him 
forever, and ransomed with the Precious Blood of His well-beloved 
Son. Such, notwithstanding God’s mercy, is the punishment reserved 
in the next life for the soul that departs this life in the state of a single 
mortal sin unrepented; for, as Holy Scripture assures us, “‘the wages 
of sin is death’? (Rom. vi. 23). 

The punishment of Lucifer and the rebellious angels likewise 
demonstrates very forcibly the terrible outrage committed against God 
by sin. Because of one sin of pride, Lucifer and his adherents were in 
one instant transformed from most beautiful and glorious angels into 
hideous demons, and were cast down into the abyss of hell which was 
created for their punishment. There, in unspeakable torments they must 
suffer eternally the penalty of their rebellion against God. 
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Its Effects in the Soul of the Sinner 


Though incorruptible in nature and immortal in substance, the soul 
dies in the sight of God and becomes more loathsome and offensive 
than a decaying corpse, at the very instant it loses God and His grace 
by mortal sin. For, as the soul of man gives life to his body, and his 
body dies when the soul departs from it, so in like manner the soul 
dies when it is deprived by mortal sin of the supernatural life of sancti- 
fying grace. Considering this truth, St. Augustine declared: “‘A sinner 
in the state of mortal sin carries a corpse within himself wherever he 
goes, inasmuch as he carries a dead soul in a living body, buried therein 
as in a grave, and exposed at every instant to the danger of being 
buried in hell.” 

These considerations must convince us that mortal sin is the great- 
est and most awful misfortune that can befall anyone in this world. 
Even the greatest calamities, such as the present World War with its 
tremendous destruction, are as nothing compared to one mortal sin, 
which causes the loss of an immortal soul. How infinitely great, then, 
how marvelous and how wonderful is the mercy of God in offering 
pardon to sinners and canceling their iniquities in the Blood of His 
only-begotten Son! Instead of immediately exercising His Divine right 
to hurl into the abyss of hell the presumptuous creature who dares to 
insult Him, He seems to forget the outrage done to His majesty and 
in His exceeding mercy and condescension, holds out to him the grace 
of pardon and reinstatement in His favor. 

The domain of sin is as wide as the earth. With a thousand wiles 
it lures men into its snare. It suits its inducements with unerring 
precision to the weakness of each individual. Hence the young and the 
aged alike, of every rank and in every clime, succumb to its attacks. 
Therefore St. John tells us: “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us’ (1 John i. 8). For, as a conse- 
quence of the sin of our first parents, “the imagination and thought 
of man’s heart are prone to evil from his youth” (Gen. viii. 21). 

The one great concern of sinful mankind, then, should be: How 
may I be freed from sin? All other questions are trivial when compared 
to this. Only God Himself can and does give us the answer. He makes 
it ring in the ear of sinful humanity throughout the world by the voice 
of His Church. Whoever hears the teaching of the Catholic Church 
hears the teaching of Jesus Christ Himself, for to her, in the person 
of her first bishops, He said: ‘‘He that hears you hears Me,” and, “As 
the Father has sent Me, I also send you”’ (Luke x. 16; John xx. 22). 

The voice of God, speaking through the Catholic Church, tells us 
that this Church, by the ministry of her lawfully ordained priests, has 
power to forgive sin, because they are the successors of the Apostles 
to whom Jesus Christ said plainly, ‘‘whose sins you shall forgive, they 
are forgiven them; and whose sins you shall retain, they are retained”’ 
(John xx. 23). To be concluded 





Let us begin the New Year in the Name of Jesus! May Jesus be with 
us and we with Him! St. Vincent Ferrer 


~ 
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Keeping Our Promises to Jesus 


rhopote 


NEW YEAR always holds in it the promise and the hope 
of improvement, both materially and spiritually. But 
just as we would not expect a river to leave its bed and 
change its course at the beginning of the new year, because 
of itself a river will always follow the same worn path, 
so neither can we expect our own nature to do other than 
what it has done in the past with regard to its inclinations and habits, 
if we do not take measures to change them. All hope of our advance- 
ment, after the assistance of God through grace, depends upon our 
watching over ourselves in order to restrain our bad inclinations and 
urge our nature on to good. So, lest we remain from year to -year in 
the practice of virtue and the development of the Christian life as weak, 
puny, stunted children, we must begin the new year by making resolu- 
tions which are strong and purposeful. 

First of all, we must be circumcised if we would belong to Christ, 
circumcised, not in the flesh, as were the Jews, but in the spirit. And 
unless we are so circumcised by cutting away all evil desires, affections 
and actions, we will not belong to Jesus either in this world or in 
the next. Jesus cannot give Himself to us unless we are thus spiritually 
circumcised, for He gives Himself only after we cut away all that is 
opposed to Him, and then He gives Himself in the greatest measure. 

How fitting then it is to begin this circumcision of ourselves on 
the feast of Christ’s own Circumcision, New Year’s Day, by taking 
resolutions to avoid what displeases Him and making promises to 
improve in the future and give Him all He asks. 

To see each one of us growing to love Him more deeply and to 
serve Him more faithfully, is the one great desire of the Heart of Jesus. 
Therefore it is that, deep down in our hearts, He is always urging us 
to make Him promises — promises of greater love, of better service — 
and this, every day. It is so in the lives of us all; His love allows 
some clearly-marked incident to come our way, forcefully impelling us 
to do more for Him than we are already doing. Such inward urges 
may come to us through quiet, thoughtful reading, or perhaps through 
a sermon that makes immediate appeal and finds direct application to 
ourselves and the lives we lead. When, by whatever force of His im- 
pelling love, Jesus succeeds in getting us to make Him a promise, His 
Heart is filled with delight. Still it is not the promise alone that He 
wants. To make a promise is always a serious thing. To make one 
to Jesus is a very serious thing. Promises are, moreover, excellent 
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things; but if they begin in promises and end in promises too, they 
are useless things. That which begins in promise must end in fulfil- 
ment, or the promise is mocking and vain. 

Now, many, reading these words, may say within themselves: “I 
am always making promises. I am always promising to be better, to 
try more, to love more, but my efforts to keep my promises always 
slacken off and I invariably end by breaking them altogether.” What 
then? Shall Jesus have no more promises? Must all promising cease? 
That would be a counsel of despair. Far rather, let us try to get the 
right idea, the correct way of viewing broken promises made to Jesus. 
In relation to Him, things are not what they are in relation to others. 
He sees our hearts. He understands our nature. He knows what good 
will we have and bears patiently and lovingly with all our ways. How- 
ever often we may break our promises to Him, Jesus will never say 
to us: “You have made the same promises over and over again. How 
can I trust you any more?” No, an earthly friend, when treated as 
He is treated, would undoubtedly answer so, but not Jesus. Of course, 
when we wilfully break our promises to Him and try to stifle their 
remembrance, and act, and keep on acting, as though we had never 
made them, He keeps their memory and holds them against us as broken 
promises. But when we courageously make our promises anew, and 
really mean them, putting real sincerity and love into them, His Heart 
is so delighted that He forgets and overlooks the times the selfsame 
promises have been made before, and takes them, in His joy, as though 
they were then being made for the first time and as though no record 
of broken ones stood against us. This, because He is Jesus; because 
He is all goodness toward us, His poor creatures. 

However often, therefore, through human weakness, we break our 
promises, we must never lose heart. Were Jesus quick to reproach us 
with our infidelities, were He to refuse His help for the future on 
account of the past, we might well lose heart. But instead, He is quick 
to forget our broken promises, and holds Himself ready, when we go to 
Him in all sincerity, to hearken to our new ones, as though we had 
never made any old ones, giving us fresh grace and help to keep them. 

At the beginning of the New Year, then, promise Him to do more 
for His love and service. Make the promise in your heart and mean 
it from your heart. It is there that Jesus hears best. Every time you 
make Him a promise you make Him a most pleasing gift and you re- 
joice His Heart. Fear not to make Him promises, and as yeu find 
yourself keeping them by His grace, go on making more of them. 
Jesus, in His love, is always asking for more because He knows that 
the more you bring to Him, the more you gain for yourself. 
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Little Louvers’ Leaque 
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The Name of Jesus 


J IMMIE DAVIS had a precious treasure 

which he had received from his parents 
for a Christmas gift. It was a small wood- 
en altar, with candlesticks, candles, Cross 
and pictures and a revolving tabernacle 
as they are still found in some quaint 
churches. Jimmie wanted very much to 
put something holy in the tabernacle, 
something that would take the place of 
the Blessed Sacrament. One day he read in the Lives of the Saints that 
St. Gall had so highly venerated and loved the Name of Jesus that 
he carefully picked up and preserved every piece of paper on which 
he found written this holy Name. This pleased Jimmie very much; so 
he took a piece of paper and carefully drew on it, in large letters and 
in different colors, the sweet and holy Name of Jesus, and placed it 
in the tabernacle of his little altar. And each time he passed near, he 
would reverently utter the sacred Name, so that this sweet word, JEsus, 
became for Jimmie a guide for his daily life. After many years his 
love for this holy Name led him to become a priest and then each 
day he offered up to God on a real altar the living Jesus in the holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. 

Dear Little Lovers, your hearts are truly tabernacles if you keep 
them pure and free from sin. And how easy it is to avoid sin if you 
make your heart a shrine for the holy Name of Jesus. You may do 
this by always showing great reverence in pronouncing this Name, 
and by bowing your head slightly so as to venerate It when you hear 
It spoken, and by repeating It frequently with love and fervor to make 
reparation for those who misuse It. Often turn to the chapel of your 
heart and speak to Jesus as you would to your dear father or mother. 
Little prayers that come straight from your heart are the kind that 
please Him most. Almost every moment of the day there is something 
to talk to Jesus about. You can thank Him for little surprises that 
give you pleasure, or for some present you have received, or you can 
whisper to Him some words of love, such as: “I love You, dear Jesus!” 
You can ask Him to help you to be good, to bless you when you begin 
to study your lessons and help you to learn them quickly and well. 
Perhaps, too, you will turn to Him sometimes in shame and sorrow 
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to confess some fault committed, some disobedience, or anger, or 
quarreling, or whatever it may be. That is how we ought to act towards 
Jesus in the tabernacle of our heart. He is our best Friend and dwells 
with us as long as we do not send Him away by mortal sin. He waits 
in the chapel of our heart for us as He waits for us on the altar so 
that we may go to Him at any time, and in any trouble or any joy, for 
He loves to listen to us when anything happens to give us joy, just 
as well as when we have sorrows. 


Practice: Enshrine the Name of Jesus in your heart, and try to 
recall It to mind often each day, by making little visits to Jesus there. 


Aspiration: JESUS! 


It has pleased us during the past months to enroll the names of 
many new members among our Eucharistic Knights and Handmaids. 
Those who have not yet joined may do so at any time. The beginning 
of the new year would be especially fitting. If you have forgotten what 
is required to become a Knight or Handmaid, look back in the Novem- 
ber 1944 “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” or write to us and we will send 
you information. We were especially happy to receive a letter from 
a former Eucharistic Handmaid who had joined the Little Lovers when 
the League first started. She is now a teaching Sister and sent in the 
names of all her pupils for enrollment in the League. We would also 
like to tell you that another former Little Lover is now a Perpetual 
Adorer at our convent. No doubt many others have become Priests 
or Sisters. We would like very much to hear from our “Little Lovers” 
who have now grown up, and to know what they are doing. 


Contest 


We wonder how our Little Lovers would enjoy a contest? It has 
been a long time since we have had a contest, and the thought came to 
us that you might like to write on what you hope to become when you 
grow up. Many, perhaps, are thinking of becoming a Priest or a Sister 
like the Little Lovers we just mentioned; others hope to become teach- 
ers, or bankers, or mechanics, or lawyers, aviators, sailors, nurses, or 
something else. To the Little Lover who writes the best letter on what 
he or she hopes to become we will give a prize, a lovely booklet which 
you will enjoy reading very much. All contest letters must be in by 
January 25. Be sure to give your age and the school you attend when 


sending us your letter. 
e sa... Cn 
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A New Year’s Greeting — Nearer, My God, to Thee! — Hallowed 
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Wise Men — Sanctification through the Mass — The Longing of the 
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Booklets for Family Weeds 
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United in Christ — Practical discussion of the sacrament of Matri- 
mony, abounding in solid counsel and instruction. 10¢ 


Why Not Make Your Home Ideal? — A very helpful discussion of 
the means to sanctify home life and to train children. 10¢ 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart and Night Adoration in the Home 
— A plea for the consecration of the home to the Sacred Heart 
and the practice of Night Adoration, with an explanation of each. 
10¢ 

Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of the Holy Rosary — Our Lady’s appeal 
for devotion to the holy Rosary and to her Immaculate Heart, 
and her message regarding peace. 10¢ 


The Rosary, My Treasure — A favorite booklet on the Rosary, its 
power, beauty and mysteries; the method of praying it and of 
making a Rosary novena. 10¢ 


Through Death to Life — An indispensable booklet in serious illness- 
es, offering helps and consolation for the sick and dying, and 
giving instruction for the reception of the last sacraments. 10¢ 


Sacramentals — A practical explanation of various sacramentals — 
the Crucifix, Sign of the Cross, Holy Water, Blessed Candles, 
Palm, Scapulars and Medals. 10¢ 


Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations — An invaluable collection of 
indulgenced prayers and aspirations conveniently grouped. 10¢ 
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Boy Heroes — Biographical sketches of two fervent lads of our own 
days which will furnish priceless lessons to young and old in the 
practice of Christian virtues and especially heroic patience in 
suffering. 10¢ 


Rambling Roses — Edifying account of the lives of three young 
girls and their strivings for holiness. 10¢ 
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Keep it ever shining brightly by frequently refreshing your mind 


and heart with spiritual reading and reflection. 
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